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Can Google Read?

How Writing Affects Rank in Google
Search
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Who are we? What do we Know?

Nancy Koziol John Cashman
Author & Wine Blogger CEO and Owner of Digital Firefly Marketing
Director of Content for Digital Firefly 15 years of SEO and PPC experience
Marketing

Start-up veteran
- Responsibilities include staying on
top of all content-related trends to Wine drinker

help DFM and its clients rank
Husband to Terri, father to Charlotte & ViVi

Live music addict, player of board games,
hiker of mountains
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Desired Learning Outcomes

You'll walk out of here knowing:

- The seven components of readability and why they matter.
- How to access two FREE tools to assess your writing.

Our goal is to empower you to never diminish the depth of
emotion in your content and harness the power of search
engine optimization (SEQO) to make sure that your content ranks

for your desired keywords.
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What is Readability?

Measures how likely web content is to be
read.

/ Components
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Subheadings No more than 300 words between subheadings

Paragraph Length No more than 150 words per paragraph

Sentence Length 75% of sentences have fewer than 20 words

Repetition Consecutive sentences should start with a different
word

Reading Level 6th-8th grade reading level (hemingwayapp.com)

Transition Words At least 30% of sentences have one

DIFFICULT

Voice 90% of sentences are written in the active voice




Subheadings

damewine.com

Home  Sample Policy

ed to light that passionate fire within me ag

considered a millennial, I have really embraced the generosity and joy that many
millennials have brought to social media, and Wine Folly was the first to do it on a grand

scale.
Wine Folly: The Essential Guide to Wine

Madeline Puckette and Justin Hammack are partr who
re the owners of Wine Folly. Justin Hammack developed
the site’s infrastructure so it was a free, open-resource for
wine knowledge while Madeline is not only the face of
Wine Folly but she is a certified sommelier with a
background in design — the combination of both led her to
eate Wine Folly’s legendary wine infographics. I was
thrilled when they released their Wine Folly book tha#
covered the fundamentals, styles of wine and wisf regions
in a digestible, visual way that was accesgd.c to everyone.

It is no surprise that it becamef badf"seller.
Madeline Puckette

Over the years, I have been given a chance to meet Madeline a couple of times as well as
hear her speak. She is so raw and honest about how she came to wine. Her beginnings
started out as a beautiful curiosity to learn as much as she could, then she unfortunately

found herself surrounded by a crowd that seemed glamorous, but was t to finally

Break up text
Tell reader where info is.
Visually organize information.

Dame Wine uses subheadings
well.
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Paragraph Length

The pretty face of Texas wine is Hill Country AVA. Itis the second largest AVA in the I—O n g pa rag ra p h S a re d a u ntl n g .

country in terms of territory and a ing to some measures the fasting growing as a
tourist destination. Blessed with rolling picturesque ranchlands, and the Th f_t b |
charming town of Fredericksburg teeming with urants and German- themed shops ey O en ra m e
representing the heritage of the early settlers here, th tiractions support a very

accessible wine trail, all just a short drive from the cosmopolitdhgcity of Austin. It's no

" 9 ik " *™  Clear topic sentences and
ystery why the area is growing as a destination. There are now o 2 wineries in
-the AVA and the numbergrow.sea'ch year. However, what you won't find i.n { Country paragraphs related -to -the TS
is lots of grapes. Most of the wineries here grow some grapes on estate vineyar

ake readers happy.

the real engine of Texas wineries is the High Plains about an 7 hour drive northwest of

Austin near the New Mexico border. About 80% of the Texas grapes used to make wine

in Hill country come from the High Plains according to January Wiese, Executive .

Director of the Texas Hill Country Wineries association. Wiese reported that acreage ROVl n g D eC a nte r p a ra g ra p h S
under vine in Hill Country is growing. “We had something like 202 acres 4 years ago.

That's grown to around 850 acres.” Yet, she explained, Hill Country features high land Wel | .

prices, ranchers with large tracts of land who prefer cattle to vineyards, and a more

humid climate exacerbating disease pressure. Thus, Hill Country is likely to remain a

minor player in terms of grape tonnage compared to the High Plains which now has

about 3500 acres under vine . WINE BLOGGERS
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B-antaIQ:SDQ/"



Sentence Length

The 2014 Chateau de Mercues Malbec de Cahors (88%
Malbec, 12% Merlot), full of purple fruit, already had a
velvety quality to it, with impressively well-integrated
tannins considering its youth. That was good, but yowza,
the 2011 Chateau de Mercués “Cuvée Malbec 6666
(100% Malbec) was out of this world. It smelled rich,
almost porty, and the aroma practically leapt from the
glass. Complex and lengthy, it kept driving steadily
forward, developing and unfolding at its own pace. It
reminded me of that guy who doesn’t need to shout to
show he owns the room because he’s confident and knows
he’s in control. And then there was the 2009 Chateau de
Mercues “Icone,” the winery's “icon” bottling, created in
consultation with Paul Hobbs, who’s something of an
icon himself. I wrote a page of notes about this super
rich, dense wine. What insistence, what driving force!
Good God. Have a sip of this one, Alice!

dgjtal fiefly Q/(

Reign in those commas!

Ban the semicolon!

o hing that!
s rathor simplictio.

Edit. A/

Odd Bacchus gets sentence

length.
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Repetition

Weigh its necessity.
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6th to 9th grade reading level is best.

Reading Level

Use Hemingway app.

It's not as awful as you think.

As the aftenoon stretched before us | drank local wine and chatted both with winemakers and the other writers on my
trip. At some point, sun and wine and welcome had me feeling philosophical so | looked to my Norwegian compatriot
and said, "This. This is terroir” By forgetting everything except the vines, wines, people and moment [ was in - by opening
my heart as | tasted - | truly understood the sense of place that is vital to making quality wine.
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Transition Words

Use to signify:

- Rank

- Causality

- Comparisons and contrasts
- Emphasis

- Time/Location
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Active Voice

The subject of the sentence is doing the
action. Jeff does this really well.

the drunken cyclist

9..@& \ e e o

Ohmygod! Other Gear Sundays Are For Sebastian
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Never Forget

When you write your truth it's most S . it IR
authentic. Never write for clicks, N 00666066008

shares, traffic.

That said... everyone’'s writing can be
better, tighter and more clear.

Use these as guides to creating
content that gets found and read.
Not as a reason to write things in a
formulaic way.
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Two Great Tools

Yoast
Wordpress Plugin or Online Version

Free version is FINE

Wordpress version is better than
online

“Content Analysis”

Hemingway App

Use to figure out reading level.
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Using Yoast as a Guide

@ Mysites EJ Reader

Top right gives overview.

@ Dashboard

@ Jetpack

A Posts

All Posts

A Portfolio

A Testimonials

A Masonry Gallery

Q7 Media

& Links

M Pages
Comments @8
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F=] Feedback @

M Appearance
A¢ Plugins @
e Users
& Tools
Visual Composer

Settings

Edit Post AddNew

Hola! Would you like to receive automatic updates and unlock premium support? Please activate your copy of Visual Composer.

Blind Tasting: How Terroir Influences Malbec

Permalink: https:/nancykoziol.com/2018/08/21/blind-tasting-malbec/ Edit

Get Shortlink

07 AddMedia =~ @ | [E]Add Contact Form

Visual ~ Text

Paragaph v B I i E €6

e — AvEQOQE=S

i
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)
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Last Tuesday night, the Bennington Wine Tasting Meetup enjoyed our first blind tasting. Now, this wasn't a blind tasting
like the kind somms do, but for us it was a fun challenge. <iframe width="560" height="315"
sre="https://www.youtube.com/embed/PKNmcCCE15E" frameborder="0" allow="autoplay; encrypted-media"
allowfullscreen></iframe>

Why A Blind Tasting of Malbec?

Since returning from France I've been devouring everything | can about terroir. My education in garrigue—while literally
being surrounded by it—made the concept of terroir click. And so | began scouring everything | could for tastings that
explore expressions of terroir.

Thanks to a helpful post from Wine Folly | began to conceptualize our tasting. The idea was simple. First, understand
the key differences in two malbec-producing regions and then blind taste to see if we could identify them based on
what we learned. Feel free to use this post to design your own study in terroir and malbec.

A Grape in Exile: Argentinian Malbec
-

Word count: 1160 Last edited by Nancy K. on August 21,2018 at 9:56 am

G © ¢

Screen Opti

Help v

Publish a

Preview Changes | @
9 status: Published Edit
® Visibility: Public Edit

£0 Revisions: 2Br

[itf] Published on: 4

Readability: Good

«§ Publicize: Edit |
© AVP:Enal
Readability: Go

SEO: Good

SEO: Good

Move to Trash

Categories a
All Categories  Most Used

V| Week In AGlass
#HomebrewHacks
Beauty
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Using Yoast as a Guide

| Q @ Readability @ Dblind tasting + Add keyword

<

Q @ 16.8% of the sentences contain passive voice, which is more than the recommended maximum @&
of 10%. Try to use their active counterparts.

e

@ The copy scores 69.8 in the Flesch Reading Ease test, which is considered ok to read.

@ The amount of words following each of the subheadings doesn't exceed the recommended
maximum of 300 words, which is great.

@ None of the paragraphs are too long, which is great.

@® 14% of the sentences contain more than 20 words, which is less than or equal to the @
recommended maximum of 25%.

@ 35.5% of the sentences contain a transition word or phrase, which is great. @

More thorough breakdown under the editor.

Check Prominent words for ideas of the search

Prominent words 4///

The following words and word combinations occur the most in the content. These give an indication of
what your content focuses on. If the words differ a lot from your topic, you might want to rewrite your
content accordingly.

1. blind tasting

2. malbec

3.tasting

4. wine

5. argentina

digytal fire ey Q/d“

markntma

queries you're answering.
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Get Your Reading Level

Hemingway App makes your writing bold and clear.

The app highlights lengthy, complex sentences and common
errors; if you see a yellow sentence, shorten or split it. If you see a
red highlight, your sentence is so dense and complicated that your
readers will get lost trying to follow its meandering, splitting logic
— try editing this sentence to remove the red.

You can utilize a shorter word in place of a purple one. Mouse over
them for hints.

Adverbs and weakening phrases are helpfully shown in blue. Get rid
of them and pick words with force, perhaps.

Phrases in green have been marked to show passive voice.
You can format your text with the toolbar.

Paste in something you're working on and edit away. Or, click the
Write button and compose something new.

Biaifal ﬂmﬂD Q/‘

marketi )

Write  Edit

Hemingyay Way easier to understand
Readabilty than Flesch Reading Score.

Grade 6

Words: 133

Show More ¥

H adverbs, meeting the goal of
2 or fewer. -

use of passive voice, meeting
the goal of 2 or fewer.

ade reading level

phrase has a simpler
alternative.

is the sweet spot!

of 11 sentences is hard to
read.

of 11 sentences is very hard
to read.
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How does Google read, understand and
rank your content?

At some point Google visits your site.

1. It “reads” it using a spider
2. It “understands” it using Hummingbird
3. It ranks it using RankBrain

WINE BLOGGERS
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Google Reads Using a Spider

e Using cues from HTML
o Title = Title of Article
Body = Text of Article
H = Section Heading
P = New Paragraph
Link = Link to other webpage

O O O O

Downloaded to Google to process

New paragraph New paragraph
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Google Hummingbird “Understands”
content during search queries.

Google Hummingbird

1. Pre Hummingbird: match keyword to search.

2. Post Hummingbird: Understand words in context, which is more
natural to search.

3. Understand concept and relationship between keywords.
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Hummingbird = Contextual Search
Wine with Steak

Before Hummingbird After Hummingbird
e List of website matching e Google answers directly
keyword phrase “wine and e List of articles of best wine
steak” pairings with steak
e May not match user intent e List of local steak restaurants

ipjtal fireflny =
macketing -

with wine lists
Better match to user’s intent
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Working with Hummingbird

Before Hummingbird After Hummingbird
e Keywords, keywords and more e Userintent
keywords e What search queries are you
e Match the keyword search answering?
e Readability became more
important
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The Machines Take Over -

RankBrain
RankBrain
1. Google uses Al to tweak its algorithm
2. Adjust inputs
3. Testresults
4. Understands search query

WINE BLOGGERS
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The Google Algorithm -
Important Inputs

Inputs that affect search results

1. Links to article

2. Domain authority
3. Device

4. Location

5. Keywords

6. And 195 more...
4
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RankBrain Before and After

Before RankBrain After RankBrain

e (Google engineers would e Al continually adjusts inputs
code the algorithm manually e Tests user results

e Testresults e Pushes or rolls back

e Push orroll back changes changes in real time
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Understanding the Search Query

15% of search queries Google has never seen before
Uses context from Hummingbird to “connect the dots”

Goes from keyword matching to concept matching

Search: Red wine tips | should know
Result: Beginners’ guide to red wine

It understands “tips” and “l should know" = beginner
WINE BLOGGERS
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Taking Advantage of Hummingbird
and RankBrain

e Readability, especially active voice, show Google connection
between subject and action

e Write to answer a search query, not a keyword

e Push orroll back changes
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Questions? Comments? Want to Chat?

Our cards are on every table - not
enough at yours? Just come grab
one from the front!

Let’s grab a drink and have a chat.

Pop us an email or give us a call.

Learn more about what we do at
www.digitalfireflymarketing.com

www.nancvkoziol.com

Follow us on Facebook!
@digitalfireflymarketing
@0OethicalOenologist

Follow Nancy on Insta:
@oethical_oenologist

And she tweets @WriterNancy
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http://www.digitalfireflymarketing.com
http://www.nancykoziol.com

